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SUBJECT: NORWEGIAN STORTING ADOPTS DEFENSE BUDGET 

REFS: (A) OSLO 4787 (NOTAL); (B) OSLO 4891 (NOTAL) 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THE NORWEGIAN STORTING (PARLIAMENT) ADOPTED 
THE GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSED DEFENSE BUDGET OF 4.3 BILLION 
KRONER FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1975. DEFENSE MINISTER 
FOSTERVOLL DEFENDED NORWEGIAN SECURITY POLICY AND 
REVIEWED MAJOR TASKS CONFRONTING HIS MINISTRY. 
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE RESULTED IN RESOUNDING RE- 
AFFIRMATION OF NORWEGIAN MEMBERSHIP IN NATO. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. ANNUAL DEBATE ON MINISTRY OF DEFENSE BUDGET 
(NOVEMBER 25) RESULTED IN PROMPT ADOPTION OF 4.3 
BILLION KRONER APPROPRIATION AND REAFFIRMATION OF 
MAJOR LINES OF NORWEGIAN SECURITY POLICY INCLUDING 
MEMBERSHIP IN NATO. SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERN- 
MENT, DEFENSE MINISTER FOSTERVOLL TERMED STRONG DEFENSE 
THE BASIS FOR ACHIEVING DETENTE AND SAID IT WOULD BE 
"IRRESPONSIBLE TO TOUCH NORWEGIAN NATO MEMBERSHIP". 
FOSTERVOLL IDENTIFIED THE MAJOR PRIORITES CONFRONTING 
THE MINISTRY WITH RESPECT TO NORWEGIAN OFF-SHORE OIL 
RESERVES AND EXPANSION OF FISHING LIMITS AS FOLLOWS: 

(A) CONTROL AND SURVEILLANCE OPERATIONS; (B) SECURITY 
AND DEFENSE AGAINST SABOTAGE AND GUERRILLA ATTACKS ON 
INSTALLATIONS AND (C) PROTECTION OF AN EXTENDED NOR- 
WEGIAN DEFNSE AREA IN CASE OF WAR. 

2. QUESTION OF NORWEGIAN MEMBERSHIP IN NATO IS 
TRADITIONALLY RAISED BY LEFT-WING MEMBERS OF THE STORTING. 
THIS YEAR'S PROPOSAL THAT NORWAY LEAVE NATO, INTRODUCED 
BY THE SOCIALIST ELECTORAL LEAGUE'S (SV) ARENT 
HENRIKSEN, WAS DEFEATED BY A LOPSIDED VOTE OF 1 10-13. 

3. A PROPROSAL FROM THE PRO-DEFENSE CONSERVATIVE 
PARTY TO ADD 31 MILLION KRONER TO THE BUDGET AND THUS 
ADHERE MORE CLOSELY TO THE 2.25 PERCENT GROWTH RATE 
CALLED FOR IN THE LONG RANGE DEFENSE PLAN WAS DEFEATED. 

ALSO DEFEATED WERE ADDITIONAL SOCIALIST ELECTORAL 
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LEAGUE ATTEMPTS TO CUT THE DEFENSE BUDGET. ALTHOUGH THE 
CUTS PROPOSED BY SV WERE SUBSTANTIALLY SMALLER (OVER ONE 
BILLION KRONER) THAN LAST YEAR. 

4. COMMENT: MAJOR NEW ELEMENTS IN THIS YEAR'S DEBATE 
WERE DEFENSE MEASURES RELATING TO PROTECTION OF THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF, OFF-SHORE OIL RESOURCES AND 
FISHING LIMITS. NORWAY'S OBVIOUS NEW DEFENSE RESPONSIB 
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ILITIES IN THESE AREAS APPEARS TO HAVE HAD THE IRONIC 
EFFECT OF LESSENING FAR LEFT ACROSS-THE-BOARD OPPOSITION 
TO NORWEGIAN SECURITY POLICY AND THE TONE OF THE SV 
ATTACKS WAS SUBSTANTIALLY MORE CONCILIATORY THAN LAST 
YEAR. BASED ON THE DEFENSE BUDGET DEBATE AND OTHER IN- 
DICATORS, OUR ASSESSMENT IS THAT THERE HAS BEEN 
NO EROSION OF PARLIAMENTARY SUPPORT FOR MEMBERSHIP IN NATO, 

A MEMBERSHIP WHICH REMAINS A FUNDAMENTALLY 
UNCHALLENGED CORNERSTONE IN NORWEGIAN SECURITY POLICY. 

BYRNE 
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